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to sacrificial giving, with Jesus as the ultimate model. Just as Jesus 
gave His life so that we are able to have a relationship with Him, so 
we give of our time, talents and treasures to provide individuals in 
our community with more opportunities to know God. The gifts 
offered during Willing Hearts will lead to an increasing interest in 
our church and more depth to our own relationships with those 
around us. We should look upon this call as the opportunity to 
make the greatest financial sacrifice of our lifetime for the Lord. 
Everyone should pray to determine a sacrificial commitment 
because the sacrifice will ultimately be a cultivation of our spiritual 
lives and our investment in those who come behind us. 

A Stewardship Testimony 
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wasted because I chose not to be obedient and live my life according to 
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when I was 15, but to say I was a Christ-follower would be a significant 
overstatement. During this time, I looked at my Christianity as a single 
event in my life, a check box, so to speak, that had been completed and 
I was on to bigger and better things. I would go to church, sit in the 
pew, listen to the preacher and put a few dollars in the offering plate 
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Laura and I were married in 1984 and our church attendance increased, 
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to fully understand the concept of following Christ. We were watching a 
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Baptist Atlanta and both Laura and I came to the realization at the same 
time that we needed to start giving a tenth of our income to our church. 
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the power of God working to perfect His purpose! 
 
After that, Laura and I got busy praying about and pouring over our 
finances to see how we were going to accomplish the task of tithing. 
We looked at our income and expenses and how we could cut back in 
order to get to the point that we could give the 10% that we knew God 
was calling us to give. After looking at everything, the numbers just 
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on our income and expenses. We continued to pray about it, knowing 
that we had to be obedient. After a few days, we came up with a plan 
to pay off a particular debt, which would get us close to being able to 
begin giving. We then committed a date to begin our tithing; we were 
apprehensive but we had a plan and we were executing on that plan, 
trusting that God would provide for us.   
 
God had a unique way of showing His faithfulness to us. It was during 
this time that I worked for a financial institution where I did not get 
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three years, and there was no thought of that ever changing. I 
remember going into work two weeks before the date that Laura and I 
had committed to begin tithing and receiving a call from my manager 
letting me know that I had been given a special salary increase that 
would begin on the following paycheck.  To say we were overwhelmed 
was an understatement; when that first paycheck was deposited, the 
amount was within a few dollars of our tithe amount! That was exactly 
what we needed in order to understand that God would provide and be 
faithful as he promised in Malachi 3:6-12. Over the years we have come 
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necessarily mean that we will always be blessed financially, but what 
we do know is that God continues to be faithful and bless our 
obedience.   
 
So when I say that there is joy in obedience, I specifically mean there is 
an excitement and sense of contentment that comes from giving back 
to God the portion of what He has given us. That attitude has now 
permeated all of what we do. When God said that he wanted me to go 
on a mission trip to Nicaragua, both Laura and I knew the answer was 
yes; when God called me to start a mission organization, both Laura and 
I knew the answer was yes. And four years ago when FBC went through 
�š�Z���� �^�t�Z���š���À���Œ�� �/�š�� �d���l���•�_�� �����u�‰���]�P�v�� �š�}�� ���µ�]�o���� �}�µ�Œ�� ���µ�Œ�Œ���v�š�� �•���v���š�µ���Œ�Ç�� ���v����
���Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•�����Œ�����•�U���Á�����l�v���Á���š�Z�������v�•�Á���Œ���Á���•���Ç���•�X 

 
���•�� �Á���� ���v�š���Œ�� �]�v�š�}�� �š�Z���� �^�t�]�o�o�]�v�P�� �,�����Œ�š�•�Y�X�d�Œ���v�•�(�}�Œ�u�]�v�P�� �>�]�À���•�_�� �����u�‰���]�P�v�U��
Laura and I know the answer is yes. What we are currently praying 
�����}�µ�š���]�•���^�Á�Z���š���]�•���}�µ�Œ���•�����Œ�]�(�]�����_�U���Z�}�Á���u�µ���Z�����}���•���'�}�����Á���v�š���µ�•���š�}�����}�u�u�]�š��
�(�}�Œ���,�]�•���l�]�v�P���}�u�X���d�Z�]�•�� ���}���•�v�[�š���u�����v���Á�����Á�]�o�o�����Z���v�P�����}�µ�Œ���š�]�š�Z���V���‹�µ�]�š�����š�Z����
���}�v�š�Œ���Œ�Ç�U�� �Á���� ���Œ���� �����]�v�P�� ���•�l������ �š�}�� �P�]�À���� �^�����}�À���� ���v���� �����Ç�}�v���_�� �Á�Z���š�� �Á����
already give. Just like the previous campaign, we know that God will 
pour out His blessing on us and our church! 
 
If you have not yet experienced the overwhelming joy and excitement 
that comes from giving God the tenth of what He has given you, then 
now is the time to start�X�����}�v�[�š���P�]�À�����š�}���š�Z�������µ�]�o���]�v�P�������u�‰���]�P�v�U�����µ�š�������P�]�v��
your step of obedience by showing God how much you love Him by 
giving back to him the portion of what He has given you. Remember you 
can trust Him to fulfill the promise He gave us in Malachi 3:10: �^���Œ�]�v�P��
the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this, says the LORD Almighty, and see if I will not throw open 
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 
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Bob Johnson 
 
A Stewardship Testimony 
 
I remember it as if it were yesterday. Lora and I were newly married and 
the idea of a tithe came up in one of our first financial discussions as a 
couple. She wanted to give a tenth of OUR paychecks to the church! I 
was not a Christian at the time, and the idea of parting with such a large 
portion of MY hard-earned money was not something I considered 
reasonable. The conversation quickly died on the spot, as I was not 
going to give up my money to a God I had no relationship with. How 
could we survive giving up such a large sum of hard-earned cash?! 
 
Fast forward to the point when I became a Christian in 2005 (roughly 
one year after marrying Lora). One of my first acts as a Christian was to 
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bit dramatic to make a point) on 90 percent of our income when we 
were so used to spending 100 percent. However, I also realized that this 
was what God asked of me. The money was not mine, as I once 
thought, but money He provided to my family to further His Kingdom. I 
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realize that this was a very small sacrifice in spite of everything He has 
done for us throughout our lives. �/�•�v�[�š���]�š�� �P�}�}���� �š�}�� �(�����o���š�Z�]�•�� ���]�š���}�(�� �^�‰���]�v�_��
when writing out the check each pay period? It serves as a wonderful 
reminder of the enormous sacrifice that Jesus made for us. 
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held out on the tithe for selfish reasons (i.e., new, shiny things). The 
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never missed the money and now have a much better understanding 
that the money was never ours in the first place. It is such a blessing to 
be able to be a good steward of the finances HE provides for us. 
 
Aaron Corcoran, one of the leaders for Financial Peace University 

Our theme of Willing Hearts expresses an 
important truth: The amount that the Lord 
prompts us to give is not as important as the state 
of our heart�v our willingness to obey what God 
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the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable 
according to what one has, not according to what 
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When Victory Sunday arrives on April 4, we will be 
able to celebrate a successful campaign if each of 
us gives according to these beliefs: 
 

1.  That to serve the faith is more important than 
being served. 

 

2.  That the mission of our church is expansion 
rather than just subsistence. 

 

3.  That giving is the Christian way of life, leading 
to spiritual vitality and enrichment. 


