
 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƛǎ άCƛǊǎǘ CǊǳƛǘǎ hŦŦŜǊƛƴƎέΚ 
 
The first reference in the Bible to a first fruits offering is in 
Exodus 23:16-мфΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
and conduct.  
 
He tells them that when harvest time comes ς ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ 
of your land you shall bring into the house of the Lord your 
DƻŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
income, was to be given to the Lord. It was 
to be given before anything else. 
 
This exhortation is repeated several 
times in the Old Testament. For 
example, Deuteronomy 26:10 says 
ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ¢ƘƻǳΣ h [ƻǊŘΣ Ƙŀǎǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜΦέ  
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜǘ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
the Lord your God and worship ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘΦέ Lǘ 
was designed as a time of rejoicing and celebration in 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ 
(that is, their income). 
 
 

We are approaching the culmination of the 
stewardship emphasis and the beginning of the 
fulfilling of our commitments, just as the people of 
God had come to the harvest time in the Old 
Testament.  
 
Their first fruits offering was in recognition of His 
goodness, an offering of love to meet the needs of 
maintaining worship and a celebration of their 
blessings. In like manner, we have the same 
opportunity to worship with our First Fruits Offering.  
 

God has provided a vision for our church.  
!ǎ ǿŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ 

we know the vision will come 
to fruition as we each 

respond in a manner 
ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ άDƻŘ Ƙŀǎ 
ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊŜŘ ǳǎΦέ  
(I Corinthians 16) 

 
The First Fruits offering is a 

special offering that launches the 
three year commitment to the campaign. 

For those who choose not to make a three year 
commitment, but want to participate, it is a one-
time sacrificial gift to the building fund. For many 
who make a three year commitment it is the first 
installment or start of that commitment; however, 
this is also an opportunity to pray about a gift 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ άƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǾŜέ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ   

I have been attending FBC Frisco for as long as I can remember. 
This church has played a vital role in my life and in the lives of my 
family. My wife Brenda has been a member for 30 years. Our 3 
daughters have come up through all of the programs offered for 
children and teens. We currently have 3 grandchildren attending 
because our children and their families have made FBC their 
church home.  

 Brenda and I decided when we married that we needed to tithe 
faithfully, following the example set by our parents. We are so 
thankful for what God has provided over the years. We feel that 
it is our responsibility to give our part back to God. God has 
blessed us in many ways. We have a great church to attend, a 
healthy family, and now two sons-in-law who are 
fellow believers. 

Over the years we have been through 
several building campaigns as the 
church has grown. Even though 
ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ 
could do our part, God has 
always provided a way for us 
to give. I am very excited 
about what God is doing 
through FBC Frisco. Brenda, 
myself, and my family want 
to do everything we can to 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
future he has planned for us.  
 

Max Bledsoe ς  

 
 
 
 
 

 

A Stewardship Testimony 

2009 was a memorable year for my family. January began with 
the joyful news that we would welcome our second baby boy in 
September but also news that my husband, Scott, would take 
the first of several pay cuts in the hard-hit industry of 
architecture. 

About six months ago, Scott and I considered withholding our 
tithe for some time, allowing his job to rebound, but we both 
knew in our hearts that the Lord had been faithful to us during 
our entire marriage, and He would continue to provide for us 
during this difficult time. Malachi 3:10 has always been a 
special passage to us regarding tithing and one the Lord has 
consistently brought to mind over the past year:  

ά.ǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƛǘƘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
there may be food in my house. Test me in 

this, says the LORD Almighty, and see 
if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that you 

will not have room enough 
ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦέ 

With the decision made to 
continue tithing, many 
times I found myself 
ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά[ƻǊŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ΨǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΩ ¸ƻǳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 

our family and bless our 
ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

months to come, the Lord 
gracious ly  opened  H is 

άŦƭƻƻŘƎŀǘŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 
numbers did not add up; we were able 

to continue tithing and pay all our expenses. 
tǊŀƛǎŜ DƻŘΗ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ άDƻŘ 

ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ŀǿŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ  

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ [ƻǊŘΗέ 

This time of financial uncertainty has become a cherished gift. 
What began as great stress and worry has turned into a 
ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
The Lord continues to teach me that my marriage is His, my 
children are His, and our finances are His. All we have to do is 
continue in obedience, and He will handle the rest. 

aȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ άŎŀƴƴƻǘ ƻǳǘ-ƎƛǾŜ DƻŘΦέ ²ƘŜƴ 
we are obedient to God, He is more than faithful to provide for 
His children. As our church enters into the Willing Hearts 
campaign, we are again trusting that God will provide as we 
take another step of faith. 
 

Kimberly Nelson τ       

 

 

Now to Him who is  
able to do immeasurably more  

than all we ask or imagine, 
according to His power that is at 

work within us, to Him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations,  

forever and ever! Amen.  
Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

Our First Fruits Offering  

will take place on Sunday, March 7. This 

special time is our challenge and our 

opportunity to celebrate the beginning of 

a three year commitment to Willing Hearts.  

This is the first offering  toward each 
individualõs pledge previously provided  

on February 28 th.  
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